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TOURISM — STEPHEN WOOD — DISMISSAL 

244. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Will the Premier acknowledge that his failed machinery-of-government changes 
have significantly disadvantaged industry sectors by giving directors general up to five ministers to take directions 
from? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
No. This is standard practice across Australia. I will give the member a few examples. When Jeff Kennett came to 
office in Victoria in 1992 — 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I am trying to give members opposite an answer. When Jeff Kennett came to office in 
Victoria in 1992, he reduced 20 or 30 government departments to seven departments within a couple of weeks of 
coming to office. In New South Wales, there are about 10 government departments. In South Australia, members 
will find there are around 20 departments and in Queensland, there are 18 to 20 departments. They are the broad 
figures of what is in place across Australia. When we took office in Western Australia, there were 41 departments 
and we have around a third of the population of New South Wales or Victoria. If the member cannot see that there 
is scope to rationalise the number of agencies and create a few more synergies between various aspects of 
government within one department, then he and I disagree. We thought there was some serious scope. When the 
member for Warren–Blackwood raises issues of sacking people, let us remember that he sacked Paul Rosair as the 
head of the Department of Regional Development. He sacked Paul Rosair, who received a significant payout as 
a consequence, so I am not accepting any criticism from the member who sacked Paul Rosair because he did not 
like him. 
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